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It is a great miefortune to have an Emperor under whom all 
things are foibidden and criminal ; but a still greater, to have 
one, under whom all things are allowed. For in the former 
CMe, injustice proceeds from an individual; bufiifthe latter 
the oppressors are innumerable and continually chanoing Ali 
who then acquire a monienUry ascendancy, become tyrants, 
the more eager that their power should be felt, as they know 
its diiraUoowill ks short. Speech of M. Junius. 
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^The thing •which is^ is that which hath heett^ 
and there is no new thing under the fun,'* ■ 

I RF.LAND, in 1798, by the vigour and 
firmnefs of the administration of Lord 
Westmorland, had feen tranquility fuccee 4 
to disturbance.— ——The feditious in office were 
deprived of their employment'. — ^The agents of 
disaffedtioh were reftrained and punilhed, and 
the executive adted upon the juft convidtion, that 
to temporise with the turbulent would be to en- 
courage them. 

At this period, Earl Fitzwilliam succeeded to 
the vice-royalty, who probably with an intention 
of conciliating every refradtory Ipirit, and of re- 
moving every obstacle to unanimity, adopted 2 
courfe of measures diametrically oppoifite to thofe 
of the former viceroy. He reftorcd to higher 
offices thofe who had been displaced^ and feemed 
to consider thofe who had fallen under the lalli 
of the former adminiftration, as peculiarly entitled 
to preferment under him : forgetful th^l adls of 


( 4 ) 

Government fliould be permanent, consistent, 
and refpeded, although Governors might be 
temporary : forgetful alfo th^t to single out, as 
objects of particular preference, perfons particu- 
larly obnoxious in his predeceflbr’s administration 
would be to render the cenfure of the executive 
in future, a fubjedt of contempt, and that subse- 
quent governors, by following his example would 
be taught to consider ‘.his cehsure as a matter of 
indifference, if hot a cause for advancement. 

Yet Earl Fitz-william's meafures, however pro.* 
mising, in fpeculation, failed to p>'oduce the de- 
sired effedl in their execution. H.e met with no • 
gratitude from thofe he promoted, and no sup - 
port from the partizans of their ancient cabals : 
the former, with natural felf complacency, im- 
puted their advancement to t.he neceflity felt by 
government for their services ; the latter to its 
timidity or weaknefs. The latter therefore con- 
sidered this first fiiccefs as an earneft of tuture 
fortune, when they alfo fliould make themfelves ’ 

feared . ' 

% 

A period of diftrefs and danger fhortly after 
arrived, when Ireland was menaced with imme- 
diate invasion, by a French force, and was the 
aufpicious season chosen by t is patriotic band, - 
(most of whom had been reftored to their offices . 
and many of w.^om were members of the Irifir • 
houfe of commons) for the great difplay of their • 
talents, and the chief exertion of their ftrength, 
in opposing the wifhes and designs of govern- . 
meat. Headed by a party leader, who, like the 
demagogues of fome modern republics, could • 


^ “V 

K ' S ) 

Vv^hlle he was intent on fubverting 
^11^ rights but his own, and who imputed all the 
misfortunes which took place in the Irifh infur- 
reftions, wholly to the meafures adopted by go- 
vernment in quelling them, ^ thefe worthv Le- 
giflators discarded the idea of labouring to refto- 
re tranquility to their country, or of giving effe£t 
to the ejcprtions making for its defence, and even 
insinuated tnat they ought not to engage in wars, 
occasioned by interests in whicii they had nj 
participation. Grievances were the mly fubjedt 
of their laudable investigation, and this call was 
publiflied to all manner of perfons Come ujito 
us. all ye that are beavyladen and obtain redrefsT 
After fuch an invitation, it could rot besuppofed 
that caufes of cpmplaint would femain long undif- 
covered ; and indeed an abundant harvest of gri- 
evances of rapid and luxuriant growth foon ripe- 
ned before them-r- among such a set of men, could 
grievances be long wanting, while the King en- 
joyed prerogatives, the nobles held privileges, or 
the judges poffefled independence ? By turns we- 
re all these subje< 3 ;ed to their zealous and loyal 
animadversion. 

It was now perceived that a recourse to for- 
mer vigorous meafures, a departure from which 
had been produdlive of so much inconvenience, 
could alone be consistent with security ! that a 
body of men intent ouly on rendering ail autho- 
rity fubservient to their own, and attacking at 

once 

^ See fpeecbes in the Irifli Houfe of Commons. 

f See proceedings in Dublin in 1798, 
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once the prerogative of the Crown, the aignhy 
of the Upper Houfe, and the independence of 
the Judiciary, could be kept in order only by 
the resiftance, and not by the conceflions of the 
executive. That to silence the most clamorous 
by grants of power or place, would be to raife 
up an endlefs succeffion of new claimaints of e- 
qual avidity, and that no Government can ex- 
ped: to have faithful fervants, if the path of fedi- 
tion be the road to preferment ; and if it 
laviflies Its best rewards on thofe who have 
moft effedually obstruded itS' meafures. It was 
considered that raising his enemies to power, 
had cofl Charles the ist his kingdom ; that the * 
conceflions of Louis the i6th to the national 
convention, were the caufe of his ruin ; and that 
rulers to be long loved muft alfo be feared — 
hoever is feared by none, can prored none, 
3nd what motive can exift for attachment to a 
Government incapable of affording protedion, 

NERVJ. 


N. B, As the consideration of Irifh affairs of 

% 

recent date is not without interest, it will be re- 
turned occasionally. 

March ^ 
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[No. II.] 

thing which is^ is that which hath been ^ and 
there is no new thing under the fun^ 

A fter thelapfeof a twelvemonth, during 
which indifpofitlon has allowed no extrane- 
ous concerns, to mingle with perfonal fufferings^ 
we feel with returning health, a renewal of the in- 
tereft excited by the fituation of others, and Ner- 
VA, according to promife, refumes the confider^ 
ation of Irilh affairs. • 

The enlightened and judicious biographer of 
the younger Pitt, beftows fevere and unqualified 
cenfure on the adminiftration of Ireland under 
Earl Fitz-William, while the friends of the latter 
have endeavored to palliate the errors they could 
not deny, and to juftify his motives where t ley 
could not juftify his meafures. But we as politi- 
cal enquiries, ought only to examine his conduct 
to determine whether the blame of his cenfors be 
merited or unjuft ; for. of. bh motives we muft fe- 
ver remain in ignorance, and were they even ’ 
known to us, they are conftderations with which 
we could have no concern, becaufe the fubjedl 
of our enquiry is not the charafeler of the rhan, 
but the conduift of the ruler. We' ask hot what 
were his intentions^ but whether his meafures 
were judicious, and whether at the time of 
their adoption men of information and reflection 
in Ireland, confidered them as calculated to produce 


advantage or injury ? Whether Counsellors, 
grown grey in the fervice of their country, ad- 
vifed and apprrved them, or iwhether with pre- 
fumptuous confidence in his perfonal knowledge 
he rejefted the opinions of the well informed, to 
follow t'e fuggeflions of his own incapacity? 
And whether he facrificed or endangered, for the 
vain, fpecious, and delufive mockery of an un- 
founded & tranfient popularity, the real interefts 
ot his king and the future tranquility of his 
country ? 

By triefe tefts, as the only fair criteria, let us 
form our opinions of the Viceroy, and we (hall 
have nothing to fear from ihe influence of pre- 
pofleflion or of error. ' 

Between two fyftems of govefnnient propofed 
for adoptiortj theorifts may often find it difficult 
to determine tn^ claims to preference ^ becaufe 
tiie peculiar defedfs of each may be compen— 
fated by peculiar advantages j but where a fyftem 
f^^’vernment is alreaiJy eftabiiffiedj there are 
cerUjn rules for its exercile, from which the ex- 
of pradiical politicians will p'^onounce 
all deviation to be improper and hazardous. Of 
thefe rules, the molt univerfally admitted is, that 
all changes ffiould be gradual, not abrupt, Ihould 
be iiecefla’‘yj not experimental — -But Ear! Fitz- 
^ llliam began his innovations upon his entrance 
into office, without waiting to aicertain whether 
J ord Weftmoreland's meal tires were adapted to 
the fituation of thecountry, without indeed know- 
oat the fituation of the country required j 
Oi whether., fuduen c.iange, even from whatmight 

ori- 
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originally havebeen improper^ would notprodiiced 
greater evil than that which it fliould be intended 
to correft. His proper path had indeed been 
marked out for him, and every obftrudtion and 
difficulty remov ed by Lord Weftmoreland, whofe 
labours had they been turned to advantage^ would 
have enabled his fucceflbr to purfue with perfect 
eafe and fafety, a courfe at once confiftent with, 
his own honor^ and with the dignity of his gov-» 
ernment. Yetthefc advantages were overlooked 
or Jefpifed by the Farl who, like fome rulers, in 
whom vanity has predominated over judgment, 
difdained to govern in any refpedt, according to 
the prefcription or example of another In con- 
fequence, he was fpeedily furrounded by men of 
principles, avowedly inimical to the juft and long 
eftablifhed prerogatives of the crown, who were 
theobjefts of his peculiar notice, and moft gra- 
cioufly received at his table and his court. Situ- 
ations of truft and power were accumulated upon 
individuals unknown before in departmen ts of 
ftate, and incapable, as well as regardlefs of the 
performance of their official duties, while their 
rapacity was fo infatiable, as to force from the un- 
willing viceroy himfelf, the obfeivation, that if 
England and Ireland w^ere given to them as ef- 
tates, they would ask for the Ifle of Man as a 
kitchen garden. 

A viceroy with the affiftance of affiociates, de- 
pendants, and companions of so unufual a caft, 
it would be natural to expe<ft: would differ in prin- 
ciple and in a£lion from moft reprefentatives of 
Royalty. And the event fully juftified the expec- 

B tati(5n# 
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titiort. The conciliation of the worthlefs became 
Ills pHmary objedl and conceflion was confidered 
the principal means. 

In this fpirit, diflaffef^Ion was in fome cafes 
fufferedto purfue Its work unmolefted ; and in 
others v/here the fentence of the law had been 
formally pronounced, the piinifhment was remit- 
ted in a manner which expofed the ad mi tiif ration 
of jiiftice to obloquy and induced the ignorant to 
confider all reftraints upon licentioufnefs as afls 
of oppreffion; We lament that he was riot aware’ 
that in times of dilEculty, to leffen the Majefty of 
the laws, is to endanger the rights of the throne, 
which he was ferit to defend ; & to fubrert the fo- 
cial order which he was bound to fupport. We 
Tament alfo that he bad no friend at hand tofug^ 
geft to him, and no reflexion to convince him, 
that conciliation is not the neceffary confequence 
of concefliori : The leflbns of hiflory, or a know- 
ledge of the human heart would equally fhow 
that tliey are .fddom caufe and effect. All who 
from principle are interefted in the prefervatiori 
of the power or dignity of government, muft feel 
irritated by conceflions in favour of turbulence or 
fedition ; and the favour of a few heartlefs adher- 
ents, would be dearly purchafed by the ficrilice 
6fthe good opinion of the enlightened and the 
loyal. He who carries his fyftem of cOncefliori 
lb far a"3 to fltcrifice or offend friends of tried fidel- 
ity, for the acquifition of doubtful or dangerous 
advierents, may if he pleafes dignify his conduct 
hj- rl:e name of conciliation, but will not have 
eause to rejoice in its rcfult, or to congratu- 
late 


t 

( ” ) 


-late hi mfelf upon the effedls of his Increarh.^ . 
pularity. He may indeed be uied by the people 
as a tool for a time, but will certainly be thrown 
afide even by his greateft admirers, as wanting 
edge or power ; the moment the faftion he bus 

f )rotected and advanced ftall find him unwll- 
ing or unable to promote the interefts of a dis- 
organizing democracy ; or in other words fhall 
find him unable or unwilling to aid in deftroy- 
ing the legitimate rights of the crown. 

Whether the viceroy was influenced by feel- 
ings of perfonal refentment, of contempt, or 
cf envy, towards his vigorous and energetic 
predeceflbr, or whether his conduct was the re- 
fult of timidity, the biographer does not fay ; 
but allows him to make his eledlion between the 
two imputations of malevolence or of weaknefs. 
The adminiftration of the Earl thus commen- 
ced wras continued in a manner which evinced 
that alteration w^as at lead one of its objeds 
Whether improvement was another muft be left 
to the difeovery of his friends, for we are ferry 
to date, that our refearches have, as yet left 
us, without information in that particular. / 
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t}jing which is^ is that which hath heen^ 
and there is no new thing under the fun. For 
the children of Belial went up againf the inhab- 
itants of Mount Sier^ ana when they had made 
an end oj Mount Seir^ they all 
one another^'* 


helped to defir oy 
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ERVA again, reluctantly, but as a duty, re- 
sumes the ennfideration of the misfortunes 
and troubles in Ireland — fabjeCls ill calculated 
to afford fatiffaction ; but, as a check to our 
diflike of diftrefling topics, we may reflect that 
the draught which contributes moft to health 
is often leaft pleafant to the tafte, and that the 
contemplation and injuftice of paft times, may 
not be unaccompanied with advantages. 

In the moft celebrated convention of Ireland, 
known by the name of the Back Lane Parlia- 
ment, a falfe and acrimonious libel was drawn 
up againft the eftabliihed authorities, which 
they fly led 2l petition to His Majefty, and cauf- 
edto be prefented as fuchby five of their deleg- 
ates. 

In the public affemblles of the fame country 
the feditious few, who ruled and guided the 
minds' of the ignorant many, by exciting and 
fl:mulating the jealoufies of the envious, the 
urojeCls of the ambitious, and the fears of the 

nu-7 


unprincipled, raifed a general outcry in favor 
of change, and the fuhverfion of an ancient 
order. It would be difficult to persuade the cau- 
tious and refieding, that alteration neceflaiily 
implies reformation ; and they would be care- 
ful never to confound change with improvement 
— Yet change will always poflefs attradions for 
the multitude, becaufe in their apprehenflons 
it will always feem to promife wealth to the 
poor, dignity to the mean, and authority to the 
weak. 

But it requires no puny effort to effect a 
charve and overturn the eftabliffied order of 
things ; to feize for the profligate the accumu- 
lations of the indufl:rious, and invert the vile 
with the dignities of honour, in governments, 
where the courts of Jurtice, with a firm and 
fteady hand, oppofe the progrefs of confufion 
. and innovation. The bond of fociety within 
itfelf, the tie which connects foreign nations 
with each other, ‘the fource of fecurity to the 
weak againrt the encroachments of the rtrong, 
the chara(rterirtic u^hich diftinguifiies the civili- 
zed from the savage, the fiipport of order, pow- 
er, dignity, happinefs and independance, either 
exirt in, or are formed, fortered, protedtecl 
and encouraged by the adminiftration of jurtice. 
This was feen, fek, and underftood, by thefe- 
ditious in Ireland, and to remove fo formidable 
k barrier to the promotion of their views, they 
formed the defign (a defign wild in conceptipn, 
great in extent, infamous in principle, and 
hazardous m execution) of criminating not a 


Jucige, net a Tingle court, but, in one in- 
dilcriminate and undiflinguiihed mafs, all the 
courts of juftice in the kingdom of Ireland. 

It is a rational curiolity which prompts us, 
even where evils will not admit of rerhedy, to 
enquire from what caufe they fprung, and 
with Vvhat defignsthey were perpretited: — -Here 
little labour of refeareh is neceflary to obtain the 
information. In the univerfality of this pro^ 
script ion we difeover its obje6l. Its caufe, ob- 
jedt, and tendency, could be but one an0 
INDIVISIBLE,'’ Or if thofe who have charity 
even more than fufficient to cover all their fins, 
and who wdll never fuppofe improper or crim- 
inal motives for the commifficn of any atrocity 
however flagrant. — could pcffibly imagine its 
caufe and objeft to have other than revenge and 
anarchy, — its tendency would ftill remain unal- 
tered. 

Ireland has long, and we believe juftly, been 
confldered the country of bold adventure and 

original cliaraiter j and we coniidcr this Ipcci- 

men 


(a) The chancellor of Ireland, Lord Clare, at the conclusion of 
a speech which has been characterized as being not only a 
masterly display of manly and noj ressive eloquence, but as-a 
“ monument of genuine pat* lotisin,” observes, “ that the Inbh 
“ had lately had recourse to a new revolutiona' y engine. Whefl 
“ it was found that the protection afforded to the witnesses, ma- 
kistrates, and jurors, ensured and eslablislied the operutiori 
“ of the laws, H sclieiiie was devised to al^use the adriiinistra- 
tioD of justice. Everyman concerned in that administration 
w ».sheld up as the most corrupt, arm ic.il, and profligate 
characters ; the truth was perverted, the most scandalous 
“■ O'isrepfesentations were made of the conduct of the Courts, 
r.od ti'e whole l^^rce of ihc union wtw bent U> prupr.gaie these 
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men of licentlournefs, which was at that time 
without precedent or parallel in any other coun-* 
try, as at once original and advent’rous. In other 

countries confufion has been introduced bv flow' 

¥ 

and olten imperceptible gradation : but the I- 
rifli cnthusiafts ^relied it onwards wit'i “fuch a 
blaze of impudence, as had never glared upon 
the w'orld before ” In other countries the pio- 
neers to the army of miflrule w’ere contented to 
begin their attack upon order, by lopping cfT 
the young and tender flioots ; but in Ireland 
they boldly applied the axe at once to the maf- 
fy and venerable trunk. Yet we would not re- 
commend the plan for imitation — for it has now 
lofl the merit of originality, without becoming 
more eafy of accomplilhment — it exhibits too 
wide a range of hoftility, for the exertion of 
concentrated vigour. It Ihow's too furious a 
rage to injure, not to call fort'n in oppofition, 
the energies of the virtuous, and to roufe into 
action even the meeknei's of the peaceful. 

Could ti)e in Ireland imagine, 
that the men of fober reafon & calm refledtion, 
in any country, would be induced to believe, that 
all knowledge of the laws, and all love of juftice, 
had, on a fudden, forfaken the courts, tneir 
proper fanduary, in order to enlighten and to 
purify the minds of the evil or the illiterate ? 
Could the reflecting imagine, that he “ whofe 
grace pafleth all underftanding,” had in an in- 
liant beftowed upon his eled, the Democrats of 
Ireland, that wifdom, . which, to lefs favoured 
mortals, comes but as tnc fruit of ftudy, or the 

le8^ 
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leflTon of experience ? Could tuey iappose that 
Heaven, after having hardened in its wrath, the 
hearts of the Irifh Judges, had fent its “ my flic 
dove,” to fettle on the Heads of t'le faftious ? {b) 

Would not the judicious and confiderate, on 
the coritrary, He induced to believe, thilt thofe 
•whofe charadler and fortune are at flake ; wHofe 
aim in fcience is not to fuHferve the interefls of 
-an individual, biit to promote the Common good 
and direftthe general courfe of juftice : whofe 
tyranny could procure for themfelves no pei fon- 
al advantage ; whofe fituatioii leaves theni no- 
thing to hope, but every thing to fear, from in- 
furreftion and di{lurHance,-7^wDuld not, ive re- 
peat, the judicious and confiderate believe, that 
fuch men were entitled to Confidence and defer- 
ving of attachment ? Would they not fee wnth 
alarm, by charadlers of what caft it was defired, 
to fupply the places, which thofe who then held 
them, had fo long and fo worthily filled ? / hd 

would they not look with contempt or abhor- 
rence, upon the clamours or accufations of thofe 
W'ho were without chara£ter or fortune to He 
loft ; or whofe aims in fcience were merely felf- 
ifh and venal ; or to whom change only held oiit 
profpecls of good, without a counterpbife in the 
fears of evil ? 6'uch, there can be no doubt, would 
be the feelings of the wife 5 and fuch w'ere, in 
Ireland, the feelings of all who were honorable 
in rank, eminent in learning, and refpectable 
in worth. But they confidered it their duty 

c not 

[b] These are my beloved children ir, v.hon; I am well iiled:- 

ed. 
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not to confine t^>eir feritiments and approbation 
within their own breafts. They came publicly 
forward to refcue from undeferved afperfions, 
the entire body of the judiciary, compofed of 
'men, whom paft fervices had entitled to grati- 
tude, whom experience had taught wifdom, 
whom age had rendered venerable — or for avhom 
talents and worth had fecured high and peculiar 
eftimation. The Corporations, Grand- Juries, 
Nobility, and Gantry, vied with each otner in 
addrefles ; fomc intended for the throne, and 
others prefented at the judicial fittings, expref- 
five of their refpectand confidence in their courts, 
their equal attachment to the laws, and their 
adminiftration ; and their earned defire, by ev- 
ery exertion, to give drength and permanence 
to both. 

Let us hope — not with the confidence of fol- 
ly, but with the diffidence of the wife, ever rea- 
dy for new exertions, if new calls diouli 
make them neceflary — that their virtuous ef- 
forts may not prove ineffectual — that their pat- 
riotic wifhes may not be difappointed — and 
tihat wnen peace from foreign enemies (hall a- 
gain w'ave her “ glad Olive” over the fons of 
Erin — the machinations of intedine foes may 
not didurb their enjoyment of the bleffings of 
domedic tranquility. 

NERVA. 


No. 
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[No. IV.] 

T*he thing which Is^ is that which hath beetle 
Iff there ' is no new thing under the Sunf^^ 

1\ TERVA has written of the days of other 
years,’ (to ufe the exprf ffion of a Poet, 
a) of the firft among nations in learning and 
in virtue) and under the repeated aflu’*ances, that 
his fpeculations have not been uninterefting, he 
c>f^ers a continuation of his obfervations upon 
Infh affairs In the laft number, fome ailufione 
w^ere made to that convention known in Ireland 
by the name of the Pack Lane Parliament,” 
and whh fome conjedlures refpedling this body 
the prefent number will commence. 

Let us fuppofe that the Pack Lane Parliament, 
(which we will charitably imagine to have been 
at leaft as good as the lo ^g Parliament, or that 
which was known by t; »ediftinguifhedappelI.ation 
of the Rump Parliament in England) had been 
the third branch of the Legiflature in Ireland, 
and as fuch had paffed an act which it bad fent 
for concurrence to the upper houfe. If appro- 
ved of by the Lords, it would probably have 
become a law, as the benevolence of his Majefty 
has rarely difappointed the wifhes of the reft of 
the legiflature— and there would in that cale be 
no doubt of its propriety. If rejeded by the 

Lords, let us fuppofe the Back Lane Parliament 

to 


(a ) Ossian. 
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to have refolved, that the reje(flicn was a viola- 
tion of their conftitutional rights and privileges, 
and an additional proof of the utilit y of the a(ft. 
In this cafe, alfo, it is clear, by the refolution. 
itfelf^ that the act would be proper. The ap- • 
pfobation of the Lords, then, being a mere mat- 
ter of form, fmce their rejedion would of it- 


felf be fufficient to (how that they ought to have 
approved ; this conclufion irrififtibly follows, 
that the Lords muft be a perfed nuifance, a ufe- 
lefs incumbrance, a clog in the wheels of the 
legiflature, and that the whole authority, to e- 
liad laws ought to be veiled in the Back Lane 
Parliament. ‘ Let us fuppofe the Back 1 ane 
Parliament to have made an addrefs to the Vice- 
roy of Ireland, defiling the performance of fome - 
ad of ^ the pecutive. If the defire Ihould be 
complied with ; the Parliament would of courfe 


be latilii,ed pfits propriety. Ifcomphance (hould 
be refufed by the viceroy ; let us fuppofe the 
Parliament to refolve (as was done in the time 
of the unfortunate Charles I.) that fuch refufal 
Was a violation of their conftitution and privile- 
ges ; here again we (hould fee, that they only 
defired whar was proper: and from this laftre- 
lolution we (hould learn that the viceroy ou'^'lit 

their power & a fervant to tlTeir 
will.” (But this could excite no futprife, as he 
bad indeed dii many occafions (hown himfelf 
their fervant regardlefs of the interefts of his 
maftef ; carelefs of the permanent fecurity of 
fhe country over which he prefided, and defi- 
fpus only of fecui Lng the appearance of tranquil: 
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ity during his own adminiftration, at the ex- 
pence of the reputation of all who had preceded ; 
and at the facrifice of t’^ e peace of all who fhould 
fucceed him,) and under thefe two refolutions it 
would become perfeclly plain, that the Back 
Lane Parliament fhould be inverted with t'^e 
whole Legiflative authority and the whole exe- 
cutive power. Let us then fuppofe both obje£ts 
gained, and the the Back Lane Parliament, ar- 
rayed in all the Majefty of terror, “to reign, fu- 

preme, unbounded, and alone.” Could we 

then alfo fuppofe (a fuppofition, in fuch a cafe 
' neceflary for the fecurity ot the people of Ireland) 
that the individuals compofing tfiis numerous 
affembly would have no views of private ambi- 
tion to satiffy at the expence of the public ; nor 
friends to advance by the ruin of others ; nor 
refentments to gratify ; nor avarice to fatiate ; 
nor fycophantsto deceive, nor pafTions to miflead 
them ? Could we then alfo fuppofe that “ ftand- 
ing at a guard with envy,”& guided only by the 
pure and fteady influence of reafon and of vir- 
tue, the members of this Parliament would feek 
no other obje£t than the common good ? In 
the hirtory of modern France a clear, although 
no cheering, light has been fhed upon this fub- 
je(rt, a light which has fprcad alarm as far as civ- 
ilization extends. Aided by this, we have not now 
to learn that oppreflion of the people may come 
from the people itfelf, as well as'from the throne, 
and that of all fovereign oppreffors, the mert 
bloody, ferocious and tyrannical, has been the 
fevereign people. Should we then fee with pre- 

ten- 
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tcP'^c:] iilarm ; & fl'cuid we ranvafs witn meta|>- 
hyticji fubtiety, e^ery right that has been exerci- 
fed on tl:e parr, of the crown, and fhould we not 
behold with real amazement and terror, the gi- 
gantic and far more dangerous ftridcs of popular 
auti'crity ? Shouid an incelTant and deafen- 
ing outcry be raifed at the llighteft fuppofed 
violation of the rignts of an individual, even 
wnere ariling from inevitable neceflity 
fhould we perceive with calm and ftoical ind f- 
ference the execution of a regular and fyltemat- 
ic pla!i for covering with obloquy, or contempt, 
every falutary exertion of power, either civil or 
military ? 

I he time has now gone by in which royalty 
has been looked upon as a caufe of injuftice, or 
an objedl of dread. It is the certain, and almoft 
the only fource of domeftic peace, and of per- 
manent and regular authority ; and the foie ob- 
ject of Nerva, in his difquifitions upon paft 
tifnes, has been to induce the worthy and en- 
lightened to confider anew [for it muft have of- 
ten occupied their attention already] whether 
by a firmer, fteadier, & mere vigorous exertion 
of regal power, many of . the evils with which 
' the world 1 as been vifited might not have been 
avoided* TJre great body of the people in all 
countries, when left to themfelves, are quiet, 
harmlefj and inoffenfive. \Ve believe no peaf- 
antry are poffefTed of more virtues than thefe of 
Ireland — But, unfortunately like other peaf- 
antry, they are compoled of materials, which 

be wrought to the of every a-* 

' \ 
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trocity, T'^ey arc necefTarlly ignorant for wan?" 
of tiiTiCj and of means to obtain inioriTiat’ori y — 
tney are credulous, becaufe ignorant — and cha 
geable and inconfi (lent, becaufe credulous ; and 
being tiius ignorant, credulous, and changeatf e, 
tne artful may impofe upon ti'.em ; the fac^’ous 
may irritate, and Jacobins miflead them. — Ire- 
land repelled foreign invafion; but the expirao-i 
of foreign enemies is no proof of tranqudit y at 
home — if it were, we might hall, as halcyon 
days, the times of Cromwell or of Robci’pierre^ 
Ireland repelled foreign invafion, and yet an at- 
tempt was made to aflaffinate the Lords Jihiices 
Fitzgibbon and Foller at the inftigatioa of rhe 
Jacobins, 

facobinifm has been defined to be the revolt 

of the enterprizing talents of a country againll 

•its property and its order. When the aeabera^ 

tive affemblies of a (late do not make changves on 

accouT't or crimes ; but makecruiies, or acc • aa- 

ons on account of changes that are deiireti ; let / 

.none of too foft and eafy tenevolence imagine, 

that in politics, becaufe good is the proleffed 

objed, good is tlierefore the defired eud. The 

aflkflin warns not his intended victim K-fore he 

flrikes. Thofe who have overturned eftaliiT • 

ed governments, have never thought it neceil:.- 

ry to give previous notice of their ciefigns. it 

is not the crnceahuent, but it wo^i be t'ie i- 

vowal of tne real intentioi^, intheiccaie> 

would excite aftonlfhmeat. For expreCoas 

(if inviolable loyalty, and attachment tO t.iv 

crown, look at toe refolutions of tns in ft meet- 
ings 


r ') 

ings of delegates in America. For the language 
of warm and enthuliaftic fidelity and devotion 
to the king, examine the proceedings of the af* 
femblies which were the nurferies of the Revo- 
lution in France. What then is the criterion by 
which we fhould regulate our fufpicions ? the 
anfwer is obvious — the times in which the chan- 
ges are propofed, and the manners and charac- 
ters otthe deliberative bodies who propofe them. 
Could thofe be fald to be actuated by patriotilm 
in Ireland, who in times of difficulty and dan- 
ger, endeavored to excite jealoufies and difcon- 
tents, or who endeavored to deftroy or weaken 
the confidence of the public in the ad miniftration 
of juftice ? Shall thofe be faid to have been actu- 
ated by patriotifm, in Ireland, who exulted with 
inhuman joy at the profpedl of vengeance over 
t }elr fellow beings ; or who raved with favage 
rancour to find tneir intended victims withdrawn 
from tlieir grafp ? Who in clamorous contention 
for their own rights, forgot that their fuperiors 
had alfo rights to defend ? and that thofe which 
they themlelves miglit claim, they were entitled 
to, not abfolutely, feperately, and independant- 
ly, but relatively, dependently, and in connex- 
ion with the rights of others, and with their 
own duties ? Sedition has too often appeared 
in t.iG guife of patriotifm ; treafon under the 
mask of loyalty, for mere pretence to obtain 
credit ; — and if the mode and tendency of a 
change fhall be pernicious, and if the time when 
it is endeavored to be effeded, 'fhall increafe 
the evil, and if in frantic zeal for rights, the in- 

no- 
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nbvatOT's fnall be feg’at'JIefs of propriety, deceri-^ 
cy, aad duty y — every inan in his fenfes mufk 
ftippofe the intention to be infamous. The ju- 
d '.cions will not he influence'] by profeffions 
Wiieti can judge by faffs. 

To find to freqiiently in the records of paft 
times little more than a calendar of crimes, can- 
not fail to be hignly diftreffing to ail the bene- 
volent who feek for hiftorical infor -ation. But 
« 

as ‘‘ hiftory is philofophy teaching by exam- 
ple,” the may learn from the paft, 

tile little reliance t .ey ught to place upon the 
prefent ; and if they hope at all for the future^ 
they will learn with the u mility ot devotion, 
to hope with fear. To li^e, indeed, under the 
continual dread of great evils, would be of it- 
felf a heavy calamity; but'to live without the 
dread of them, would be co turn t e danger in- 
to the difafter, 

rloitillty with a foreign power may be avoid- 
able and accidental— but Jacobinifrn, a poxver 
oi dome! tie growth, by the very condition of 
Its exiftcnce, by its efi'entlal conftitution. is in a 
ftate of active, inceffant and perpetual hoftil ty 
with all civilized people, and with all eftablifti- 
ed governments. The virtuous from principle 
— the wealthy from intereft — the elevated from 
honor — tnofe in office from gratitude — and all 
from patriotifm, are bound to oppofe its pro- 
refs with unceafing vigilance, activity and e- 


Or 


nergy. 

Let thofe who hold e^viftence too burtnen- 
fome upon fuch terms, who hold the profperi- 

D ty 
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ty of t^eir dcfcendants & the good of the com- 
munity of too little moment to be fecured by 
conftant vigilance and unwearied exertion, lie 
down in “ the fleep of duft and difgrace,” and 
forget their families and their country. 


NERVA. 
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[No. V.] 

T'he thing which is^ is that which hath hecn^ 
iff there is no new thing under the SunJ' 

I T was often declared ^in Ireland by the aflb- 
ciates of Napper Tandy, that any kind 
of reform might do fomething to pleafe, but no- 
thing to fatisfy the people— hi would pleafe, in- 
afmuch as any reform once made, would make 
every reform afterwards more eafy. It might 
then.be expected to move on from GRADUAL 
to TO I AL.”— Volumes have been written u- 
pon the abufe of words, and the necellit^ of 
ufing them according to their fettled, common, 
and determinate accept-.tion. But fome depar- 
ture from eftablilhed rules in the ufe of lan- 
guage ought not to excite furprife, fince ^wc / 
have long ceafed to view wit i aftonifhmcTit, de- 
viations from propriety in condud, wherever 
intereft or party is concerned^ I he whole art 
Lifed by many demagogues to acquire popula- 
rity and obtain fupport, has been, tne perpetual 
ufe, and conftant mifapplieation of certain terrns 
of magical influence ; indeed, among the illi- 
terate and the vulgar, but to many ^of which, 
the underftanding of the ignorant, is inadequate 
to annex any accurate, precife, or ddinite 
idea :--Thus the name of Liberty, as proftitur- 

ed by democracy, has no other fignification 
^ than 


than licentioiifnefs and anarclijr. Reform be- 
cpmcs fynonimus with c'lange or alteration, 
lights fignify freedom from all legal reftralnts, 
and exemption from duties patriot — in de- 
mocratic fenfe, ^ 

Means one who labors to fupplant his prince” 
One, who 

Maintains the multitude can never err. 

And feats the people in the papal chair.” 

And by the multitude, or the people, is un- 
derftood, not the quiet, innoffenfive, fubmiffive, 
and induftrious community, who meddle wdrh 
no concerns except ti.eir own ; — ^but the dif- 
content^d fev/ who are flagitioufiy feeking for 
power, or malignantly endeavoring to fubvert 
it. It ought however to be conftantly borne in 
mind, that in all countries the fpirit and princi- 
ples of the difcontented few, have eventually 
pervaded, and will always inevitably pervade, 
the mafs of the people, where the weakncfs or 
folly of the executive has , removed or leiTened 
the falytary checks of eftablifhed power. And 
principally, and moft fatahy, will this efied be 
produced, wl ere the imbecility of the executive 
fliall have carclefsly fufTered, or wantonly pro- 
inoted, the degradation and difgrace of judicial 
authority ; an authority, which, as has been 
fhewn from the experience of ages in all civili- 
zed countries, and in all ellabliflied govern- 
ments, it is cflential to preferve amongft the 
in rank, extent, permanence, and influence 

Fortu 
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lortunately for Ireland its connexion with Great 
I^ritain afforded hope of ultimate feciirity^ and 
the removal of Far! FitzAVilliam, altlioiigh lefs 
fpeedy than was w^illied, and too late to prevent 
injurvi) w^as yet fufnciently early to allow his 
iucceflor to arreft tiie pragrefs of evil. Let us 
iirip the declaration of the alfociates of Napper 
Tandy, before quoted, of thedlfguife vrhich is 
calculated to raiflead. T his may be done with 
no hurt! er trouble than that of fubftituting for 
t .e avoids 7^eform^' and people^'" thofe 
which have been mentioned as fynonimeus in 
the mouth of a democratic patriot, The whole 
will t. en be unambiguous, will convey the pre- 
cile meaning of the fpeakers, and will ftand 
thus ; — Any kind oicha?7ge might do fomething 
to pleafe, but nothing to fatisfy discontented^ 
inalmuch as any change once made, would rrtake 
every change afterwards more eafy. It might 
then be expccled to move on, from GRADUAL 
to TOTAL. In other words from partial alte^ 
ration \.o perfe hi revolution^ which is prefumed 
to be the meaning of total change. 

We gave in our laft number, a few conjectures 
rclpecling the Back Lane Parliament in Ireland. 
Let us confider in wTat manner this intcrcjling 
valuable' Yjoxiiori of the community would have 
been inclined to proceed thro' the untried and 
devious ways, the intricate and perplexing ma- 
zes, it had determined to explore, in the new 
■and dangerous march from gradual to total alter- 
ation. Nerva has already remarked, that to 
efleO; a change and overturn the eftablifhed or- 

den 




(ler of things required no weak or puny eff(-rt in 
government, where the courts of Juftice with, 
a firm and fteady hand oppt fed the progrefs of 
confufion and innovation. To deftroy the pow- 
er & infiUence, and to difgrace the charafter and 
principles of the judiciary, would therefore be- 
come an cSjeft of primary and indifpenfible ne- 
ceffity ; and if accomplifhed, it miglit reafonaely 
be confidered as the harbinger of complete fuc- 
cefs in every fubfequent attempt for the acqui- 
fition of power, hi all fuieties., po'wer muji be 
placed Joniewhere, And democrats ’well knova^ that 
if its excrcife be objtriicted^ or its exlftence anniht~ 
laled in one quarter^ it vniji of necejffiy encreafe ei- 
ther relatively or abjolutely in another. 

The example of tne parliaments under Charles 
ift would fhow to the '‘'"people'"^ the great ad- 
vantage to he derived from a new jurifdidtion 
(before whom all fhould tremble, who before 
had been moft fccure in integrity, talents, ftation 
and credit) by luperinducing upon, tn-e old and 
known legiflative authority of the Lower Houfe 
the diftiiK^ and feparate charafter of interpreters 
of the laws ; and the example of the fame par- 
liaments, would afford precedents of impeach- 
ments “ ex nicro mctuf without waiting for 
what thQ'-*' patriots^' might conhder the ridiculous 
and unnecclfary formality of precious complaints 
or accufations. If anv lover of order fliculd be 
fo perverlc as to deny the propriety of fuch pro- 


use this word, aiid intend using fill llie other magical terms 
in tlu'. true dL'iiiccratic seubc, uccordiiig to the uelJiuuuiii nlread'/ 
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ceediiigs, the friends of f^efonii' might ask him 
if any body of men could be fo well qiialiued to 
determine the meaning of the laws as the Lower 
Houfe which afiifts in making them ? and they 
might also ask, whether any man could be fo ^ 
ftupid as not to perceive, that if complaints and 
accufations muft precede impeachments, parlia- 
mentary profecutions might never he inftituted 
becaufe the perfons injured might wilfully and 
criminally refolve never to produce any charges 
againft their oppreflbrs ? To the advocates of 
‘‘ therefore, it would be apparent, that 

the Lower Houfe ought from its own mere mo- 
tion, full power, and abfolute authority, to take 
upon itfelf, without the tedious preliminaries of 
complaint and proof, the entire afiertion and 
punifliment of all matters of delinquency. From 
this practice the friends of liberty' would de- 
rive a double advantage ; the houfe by its firft 
vote might declare what was the law, and by 
the next vote might eftablifh the matters of fail 
how and by whom it had been violated ; and 
by thefe eafy and expeditious they 

might avoid all the lliigei:ag delay!, and endlefs 
circuities, which obftru£t ^nd impede the com- 
mon and eftablifhed modes of proceeding. The 
friends of reJ'oriTi ' would in tiiat cafe be ena- 
bled to deftroy, at once, all the refpect and def- 
erence felt, by the lower orders (y/horn they 
would ftylc the long oppreffed and blinded peo- 
peoplejto thofe in authority, and would teach 
them to behold with mingled horror and afton- 
ifnment, as their favage tyrant .-and bitter ene- 
mies^ 


lilies, t'lofe very perfonsfrom whom, in wliaf. 
the patriots" would call the days ol: their dclu* 
lion, they had been accuftomcd to expect pro- 
tection and jullice, and whom they had been 
taught to regard with efteem and veneration — 
Jn the minds of the ignorant populace, to tranf- 
fer t? e odium excited ao-ainft thofe who are veft- 

O 

ed with judicial authority, to the Sovereign from 
whom that authority emanates, will always be 
eafy, and mufi: be the intention, as 'well as the 
tendency, where the entire body of the judicia- 
ry is attacked and perfecuted ; for, if a reform- 
ation of the law itfelf, or of the efLabiifhed prac- 
tice in its adminiftratior, be the real as well as 
pretended object, it would be, Vv^ith facility, at- 
tainable, by a new legiflative enaCtment, with- 
out a crufade againfl: the judges, who under their 
oaths of office, adminifter jiiftice, to the beft of 
their appre.ienfion, in conformity to law, au- 
thority and precedent. But this would have 
been a quiet and regular courfe 'yrhich wmiild 
have excited no popular feeling or commotion, 
and confequently would not have fatiffied the 
patriots" becaufe its tendency from gradual to 
to total “ reform" would neither have been ftron^ 
nor immediate. 

One of the moil elegant and judicious hiftori- 
ans, of one of the moll enlightened of nations, 
[a Scotchman] has remarked, that ‘‘the jealous 
innovaters in the Lower o‘ouse under C.harles 
the 1st, by promoting all measures \Vhich degra- 
ded those vestfed with auth uity from the Crown, 
hoped to carry the nation from a hatred of their 

oer- 
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persons to an opposition against their office, 
and by thofe means to difarni their Monarch.’^ 
The Lovv^er Houfe, in his reign inveighed with 
bitternefs againft the courts, as arrayed in ter- 
rors/' for it was not their intention that any ter- 
rors fhould be felt, by the people" fave what ^ 
the houie itfelf might choofe to occafion. In one 
of their refolves they openly told t }e Lords that 
t ey tiiemfelves were the Reprefentatives of 
the whole kingdom, and that the Peers were 
nothing but individuals, wno held their feats 
in a particular capacity ; and therefore if t'^eir 
Lordfhips would not confent to the paffing 
'-of afts, which they fhould judge neceffary 
for the prefervation of the people^ (of wnich 
the refufal of the Lords would prove thene- 
ceffity) the Commons, wdth fuch Lords, if 
‘‘ any, as might be wdlling to join them, muft 
unite for that purpofe/' They alfo voted 
that ‘Svhen in Parliament, which they declared 
was the fupreme Court oi judicature^ they 
fhould determine what the law of the land was ; 
to have the determinations not only queftio- 
ned but contradiiled, was a high breach of 
tbeir'privileges.” And on another occafion 
they declared that the king, feduced by wdek- 
ed counfel, had violated the rights and privi- 
leges of his parliament, who in all their con- 
fultations and aftions, had propofed no otnef 
end than the care of his kingdoms.” They 
offered alfo certain conditions on v/hich they 
were willing to come to a good unJerftanding 
with their Sovereign ; in wffiich they modeftly* 
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re(>m *e:! t^.at no man fhonld remain in the conn- 
cil w o was not agreable to t^em ; and that no 
perfon (hould e called to the tipper Houfe with- 
out their approbation, nor r e principal Judges 
appointed unlefs upon their recommendation, 
and that they fliould be fulpended as often as 
they became obnoxious to the Lower r'oufe, 
which they had, as before mentioned, voted to 
the firft court of judicaiture in the realm. To 
- thefe requifitions, the worthy and unfortunate 
King, who in featiment at leaft differed widely 
from Earl Fitz-Williain, (although in blindnefs, 
weaknefs and want of judgment, a degrading 
refemblance, in many inftances, might be dif- 
' covered between them] replied, fhould I grant 
thefe demands, I may be waited on bare-hea- 
ded ; the title ot Majefty may be continued 
and tile King's authority may ftill be the ftyle 
of commands ; I may have fwords and 
maces carried before me, and pleafe rnyfelE 
with the fight of a crown and fceptre, (though 
even thefe fwigs will not long flourifh when 
the flock on which they grow is witliered ) 
but as to true and real auth.ority, I fiiall re- « 
main but the outfide, the picture, fign, and 
fhadow of a king.” 

Nerva is aware that he may be asked, why 
in enquiries concerning the affairs in Ireland, 
he indulges himfelf in excuiTive ohfervations re- 
fpefting the meafures of other countries and more 
diflaiit periods? and that he may be told, if he 
allows himfelf in one inftance, fuch a departuie 
from his fubjed:, he may in another,* extend the 

Ikence 
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Kcence and fatigue his readers with remarTcs up- 
on nations and times which have long ceafed to 
be intereftlng, or have been long involved 
in obfcurity. To thofe who may be dii'p’ea- 
fed at the prefent, and afraid of future di- 
greffions, he can only reply — that, time, which, 
carries into oblivion the memory of men w o 
have long been numbered with the dead, ferves 
alfo to remove the veil of prejudxe and iilufioa 
from the conduct of thcfe who have more re- 
cently departed. In the immediate glare of fuc- 
cefs there is danger that what dazzles may mif- 
lead In periods far remote, the light of truth 
gleams too faintly through the gloom of antiqui- / 
ty, to imprefs with much effect. In hiftorical 
difquifitions as well as in all others, the golden 
mean is to be fought if praftical utility be the 
object propofed. And in fucn difquifitions, this 
golden mean may be found, in the annals of all 
countries, in all tliofe national occurrences which 
are neither fo ancient as to difappoint t!ie labor 
of refearch, nor fo recent as to be liable to mif- 
reprefentation, from the bias or prepofieffions of 
exifting and contending parties. Beyond thefe 
bounds Nerva will not wander, and while^ he 
confines his walk within them he peiceives no im- 
propriety in briefly adverting to thofe meafures 
even of other countries, which may ferve to ex- 
plain or illuftrate the intention and tendency cc 
tjie proceedings of the malcontents in Ireland. 
Nerva is alfo aware, tl at he may be told thaj: th-j 
back lane parliament did not proceed fo lar 

the low^r Houfe under Charles the iff:, and that 

a part 
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& part T)f the refolutions of the latter were aot ex- 
prefsly voted by the former. To this he will an- 
fwer that but a very fmall excefs on fide of the 
lower houfeunderCharlestbe ift will he found 
in what he has related, and that this fmall excefs 
may probably be, by anticipation, an account 
of the proceedings oflome future back lane par- 
liament, in the march to reform. 


NERVA. 
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NO. 




The thing 'which is^ is that which hath heen^ 
there is no new thing under the Su?id 

I.et us fuppose a plan to have been long efta- 
bliflie-d in Ireland to degrade the higher authori- 
ties in the State. 

Let us fuppofe the Judges to have been origi- 
nally eligible to the Irifh Houfeof Commons, and 
the triends of reform” to have laboured to ex- 
pel them from their feats, under a pretended diead 
of the baneful influence, of even a Angle mem- 
ber of the judiciary, in any body politic, alti^o’ 

but one againft an hoft.” 

Let us fuppofe that afterwards, to fatiffy t^ e 
clamors of the patriots'' an zQ. of dilqualifica- 
tion had been pafPd v/iih the concurrence of the 
reft of the legiflature, by which the judges were 
perpetually excluded from the Lower Houfe. 
Let us fuppofe the Lower Houfe to have been 
principally compofed of, or principally influen- 
ced, guided and direfted by, I awyers, Attor- 
nies. Notaries, andtbeir Clerks;-— "ptrfons,whofe 
whole property taken collectively, would not 
have amounted to as much as was pofiTelfed by 
many an individual taken fingly perfons, who 
could not on that account be confidered as any 
reprefentation of the property of the country for 

which they were to legillate a reprefcDtatior^ 
' which 
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which practical politicians confider as effential 
for the prefervatioa of tranquility in ali govern- 
ments ; — perlons who have little or nothing at 
ftake in the cot:ntry, could confequently feel lit- . 
tie or no intercR hn the maintenance of "pub- 
lic fecurity, or the cxiO* g order of things, 
fave only the Jntereft which rnl^i t he excited 

y o 

by their native integrity and V irtue j (to ufe 
a phrafe of Itpal ambiguify) “ be the fame 
more or lefs ; ’ pGifoiis wjm being more immed- 
iately under the controul, fuoeiintenclence, and 
dlreftion of the judicia'y, would be more fre- 
quently expofed to their animadvei lions for im- 
proprieties in condufl ; and who would there- 
fore find it exireu'ei)' convenient to deftroy the 
authority v;hich reftiained and kept t;;em in or- 
der;' or who would find it highly advantageous 
'to invell themfelves with powers fuperior to thofe 
of the Judges of the land, from a knowledge 
that he whofe judge is his dependant, may ex- 
pect, or if he fhall think proper, can even en» 
force, an undue portion of judicial favor and for- 
bearance. 

It muft be apparent, that altho’ the exclufion 
0/ a Judge from fuch a houfe “ might do forae* 
thing to pleafe, it would do nothing to f. tiffy” 
its members. Let us then fuppofe the Lower 
Houfe, after the lapfe of two or three years, in 
furtherance of the long eftablilbed plan for de- 
grading the higher authorities in the ftate, — to 
pafs an a£l to difqualify the judges from fitting in 
jrhe Upper Houfe, and to deprive hir Majcfty of 
‘ the 
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the power of calling them to his councils .To 
the fober & enlightened it might not be perfeftly 
clear, that a mealure which migi^t agree particu- 
larly well with the interefts, prejudices, vanity,'^ 
or revenge of a few Lawyers, Attornies, Nota- 
ries, and t 'eir ( lerks, would, for that reafon, 
be perfectly confifcent with the interefts of the 
reft of the community. It might indeed be fug- 
gefted, that wiule the Lower Houfe ftiouid be 
compofed of, or governed by charadlers ot fuch 
defcriptions, it could not be improper, to coim- 
teradt tne effedt of their preponderance, by the 
admiliion of all thofe into the Upper Houfe, to 
whom their defigns and intrigues ftionld be beft 
known, and whofe legal abilities and information 
would be requifite to provide the moft conftitu- 
tional and efficacious means for rendering abor- 
tive every meafure of dangerous or fufpiciousten- 
dency. The fober and enlightened would re- 
coiled, that needy, difeontented, and turbulent 
Lawyers, Attornies, Notaries, and tneir Cdc»Ks, 
compofed the principal portion of thefe Aftem- 
blies, which in a great country, and in modern 
times introduced the regna de la ioiy' and from 
the benefits heretofore conferred by thefe legal 
and adventurous charaders, they would lean'? to 
eftiniate the future favours to be expeded from 
legiilative bodies of a fiiriilar compo^tion la 
fn^rt, it is not improbable if tney beheld ti^e 
Lower Houfe direded, impelled, and ag 
folely by the harpies of tlie fubordinate ^ 
of the law, by mere iiliDcral pk.ducn s, U 
legal technicaLhlcSy 
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live by fy’llables, ^^that the worthy and enlighten- 
ed would become more than ever defirous, that 
the Upper Houfe Ihould receive an acceflion of 
.talents and influence in the weight and dignity of 
fuel) Judges as his Majelly fliould think p oper 
to felect. Or if on the other hand, any reafons 
couM influence them to wiih for the exclufioii 
of judicial wlfdom, integrity, ifeenfion, and expe- 
rience trom the higher branch of the Legiflature, 
far more pov/erful motives would urge them to 
defi re the expulfion of forenilc ignorance, li- 
centioufnels, violence, and indiferetion, from the 
Lower Houfe. 


Let us fuppofethe lail mentioned bill to de* 
prlve his Majellyof the power of calling the fud- 
ges to the Upper Heufe, toi have been rejedted 
with the marked disapprobation it deferved. 
The failure ol a Tingle attempt could hardly be 
expedled to diminifh greatly the ardor offorenhe 
and notarial enterprize, or to leffen the charac- 
teriftic perseverance of thefe unwearied cavillers 
at points and particles. Such a failurewould on- 
ly be conlrciered to make it neceffary to var\’^ for 
a moment tlie mode and nature of the attack. 


Let us t.ien fuppofe the Lower Houfe, for 
the purpofe of making the neceflary change in 
operations, ' and of giving more effect to their 
hoftility, to conftitute itfelf the higheft court 
of JUDICATURfi in the realm and to invefti- 
gate the RULihS OF PRACTICE of all the 
courts of King’s Bench, and of appeals in the 
Kingdom ; — Rules vv ich every court of Jus- 
tice • muft, by the very elfcncc and fpirit of ite 


con- 


(^onftitution, poffefs, inherentljr and without ex* 
prefs authority, the right of making ; but which 
the couits in Ireland' were alfo authorized to 
make by pofitive and particular legiflative ena£t- 
ments. Alter partial and haftv examination, 
by a few of the moft daring of the patriots 
let us fuppcfe the Lower Houfe to refolve tnat 
all the courts of King s Bench and of Appeals had 
violated tne ^ aWvS of the land, (turning what the 
unrefltding mukinule had confidered the pure 
fountains of Juftice), Into polluted fources of ini- 
quity- and that the Rules of Pr dtice were iincon^ 
flitutional, arbitrary, and iiJeral. 

^ J ^ O 


By fue l refolutions it is evident that Hot the 
Chief J'uftices alone tvould be declared culpable, 
but that every Judge of all the courts of King’s 
Bench and of Appeals, muft be equally guiltv^ 
equally unw-orthy of Ms dignined ftation, and 
equally defejylng of 'puaiiliment For the pow- 
er to make rules of Pra£lice could refide only in 
the courts, and not in any individual member of 
them. And as the Chief Juftices alone could not 
conftitute the courts, the Chief Juftices alone 
could not poflefs even the power to make Rules 
of Pradice. The Chief Juftices might prefide 
indeed, but they could poflefs no more power 
than any other judge. heir pre-endnence could 
confift only in dignity, not in authority. 

Let us fuppcfe the Judges in all the courts a-* 
beve menti )ned to irave exc^ eded, not only iil 
talent and integrity, but even in number, ah 
the Attornles, Notaries, and their clerks, who 
prelumed in the Lower Houfe to d^tennine upon 
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tiie valKlity of their proceedings ; — and let us 
fuppofe (fince it would carry an appearance of 
abfurdity, if, from a difference of opinion, a 
fmaller number of the under graduates, in t .e 
boundlefs and uncertain fcience of the law fhould 
boldly criminate a greater number of the higher 
orders in the fame profeffion,) that t e Lower 
Houfe Ihould not at once venture to profecute all 
the Judges, whom by neceffary and unavoidable 
implication, they had declared to be guilty, but 
fliould felect, as objefts of impeachment, only 
two Chief Juftices, 'whpfe removal c^ uld be no 
more neceffary, or advantageous to the inhabitants 
of Ireland, than the removal of all their affociates 
in imputed iniquity. Would not fo partial a 
meafure appear ridiculous when it fhould be con- 
fidered that the fatriots’' would have left all 
their fellow fubjects ftill ex^'ofed to the pretend- 
ed tyranny of the remaini* g judges, which they 
might have hoped to prevent, if they had adted 
with proper confiftency^ and had impeached all 
the Chief and puifne Judges of the bench and 
of appeals en masse'" \ Would it not in confe- 
quence be fuppofed, that the feledlion only two 
Chief Juftices, as the immediate victims, was 
made merely to prevent ti:e too early and com- 
plete difplay of the defigns of the friends of the 
‘‘ peop!e, ’ which might be rendered more dan- 
gerous, or be liable to moie obftrudlicns in the 
execution, if perfedt light fliculd be allowed to 
fhine upon the entire plan, and it could be view- 
ed in its whole extent ? 

Under circumftaaces ftmilar to thofe which 

have 
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have been hypotbet^caby imagined, it would be- 
come the imperious duty of every well wifher to 
his country to expofe'to deteftation, the inten- 
tions of tiie pretenders to loyalty, (a) and to 
break in their hands the iron rod of oppreffion,’’ 
a fcourge which t ey wielded only to introduce 
confufion, and to gratify the malignity of the 
mean againft the high. But, however, lauda- 
ble the intentions and exertions of individuals in 
private might be, the chief and moft effedtual 
fupport, wdrich could be afforded to the admin- 
iftration of the laws, when attacked, could only 
have been expedted from the Reprefentative of 
Majefty. From the Viceroy himfelf. 

Did he give that fupport ? Did he ftiow him- 
felf even inclined to protedt thofe worthy fervants 
of the crown, without whom his own authority, 
if he remained in office, would in the courfe of 

a few years have dwindled into infignificance^ 

or 

(a) A celebrated poet has represented one of the English Mo- 
yiarchs, exp'essing sentiments not foreign to our subject, nor un- 
\vorthy the atteniipn of his successors. 

“ My pious subjects for my safety pray, 

“ Which to secure, they'd take my power awa}’. 

Good ileav'ns how faction can a patriot paint. ^ 

“ jMy eneuiy still proves my people’s saint. 

“ from plots and treason, Ileav’n preserve my years, 

“ l5ut save me most from my petitioners: 

“ Insatiate as the barren womb or grave, 

“ God cannot grant so much as they can crave ; 

“ What then is left, but with a jeilou.s eye, 

** To guard the small lemains of Royalty? 

“ "I he law shall still direct my peaceful sway, 

“ And the same law teach faction to obey ; 

“ Votes shall no more establish’d power control ; 

“ J-uch votes as make a faction seem the whole ; 

“ No groundless clamors shall my friends remove, 

b" Nor cuuds have power to punish, ere they plover . 
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or would have required for its fupport, the inter- 
pofitiou of toe military arm, and the p'yfical 
ftrengt 1 of the imperial government ? 

AVe make no affertions — we draw no conclu- 
fions. — But let us fuppofe, that inftead of fuch 
meafures as became the Reprefeotative of Ma- 
jefty — the Viceroy, forgetful that the great can 
never find fafety in humiliation ; tnat pow- 
er, eminence, and confideration, are things 
not to be begged ; and that the high who fup- 
plicate for favor ur indulgence from the mean, 
can never hope for juftice through themfelves,’’ 
had iought for the vain fliadow of popularity, 
by facrifices to the difcontcnted, and by deferting 
the caule of order, and of thofe with whom from 
fiation, he was conne^^ed in duty and inter- 
efi, and w!*om from ficnor and principle, he 
fisouli have held himfelf bound to fupport. 

Let us fuppofe, that not fatiffied with being 
at ad times accefiable and fubrniflive to the fac- 
tious, he even feduloufly fought them out, and 
always accofted them with encouraging falutati- 
c ns ; & even honored (as far as honour could be 
conferred on another by one who had difregard- 
ed it for himfelf) with cordial and viceroyal gree- 
tings, and fqueezesof the hand, the moft male- 
volent of ttie crufaders againft judicial authority 
and regal privilegCvS. Thus practifing every form 
and meannefs of familiarity as a part of the fyftem 
on which the dignified flrudlure of his populari- 
ty was to be raifed. But what, it will be asked 
became of this towering edifice of Plebeian favor 
obtained at the expeuce of fo much time and ho- 
nor 
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nof, and by fo many facrifices of independence 
and of dignity ? Of this fair and frail fabric of 
deluhon, reared in the funfhine of April day, 
and relling for fupport on the caprice and fickle- 
nefs of faffion ? What if it fhould be anfwer— 
ed, that its fate already (lands recorded in ' words 
of evangelical authority,-i-“ The dorm arofe, 
the fains beat, the floods came, the winds 
blew, and the'houfe fell, for it was built upon 
“ fand, and great was the fall thereof,” 

Nerva has, perhaps, too long prefurhed to 
occupy the time of his readers with fuppofidons 
of poflibilities, which the unreflecting may pre- 
tend to be merely the dreams of imagination. 
But if the dream be not devoid, it may perhaps 
ftimulate enquiry in the caufes from waence it 
originated ; and the candid and impartial will 
then determine whether he has been prefenting 
to their view, merely the vlfions of his own fan- 
cy, or giving too faithful a piiStare of modern 
and degrading reality. 

NERVA. 


ERRATA. 

Page 13— Line 14 from the b’ottom, after contemplation read 
of the factions 
23 — Line 1, for /or read 

30 — Line 2, for government read governments , 

31 — Line 14 for fall po~oer read certain fciiotoledge. 

34t — Line 8, after voted to read be ; and in line 6 froxA 
the bottom, ior in Irehiniy reii of Ireland 
38 — Line 3, for have read having 
69^Line 10 from the botton, (or re^rna read regne 
40— Line 1, fo; bp read on ; and line 8; for discention, 
read discretion^ 
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